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Dear friends,  

Since last I wrote we have had several changes in the ministry at Kintore and there are still further changes in the 

pipeline.  Worship has resumed in the church building on Sundays although we still have a substantial number of 

members who participate in the live worship via Zoom.   This month we also started serving tea & coffee in the hall 

after the service for those willing to stay for a cuppa and a blether.  My thanks to all who have worked so hard to make 

worship and fellowship possible both online and in-person.  In order to offer tea and coffee after the service on a 

sustained basis, we do need additional volunteers.  If you are willing to help out with this once in a while, please 

contact Claire Chalmers, our secretary Jane McIntosh or myself. 

Earlier in September we ordained and/or appointed three new elders to serve on Session.  A warm welcome to Carole 

Horne, Jill Douglas and Fiona McCracken. 

At the start of September we were also joined by a new assistant minister, the Rev Tose Shayamunda.  I’ll let him 

introduce himself with this short greeting which he wrote for the Messy Church families: 

My name is Rev Tose Shayamunda from Zimbabwe. I am married to Sheanesu and we have 3 children: 

Munashe, Munopashe and Mufaro. 

I have served in the Reformed Church in Zimbabwe for the last six years. I will be with you in Kintore for the 

next 12 months on my familiarisation program. I thank you all for welcoming me. You are so nice to me.  I'm 

waiting for winter to see snow, I have never seen it! 

May God bless you as we all continue to work in God's vineyard.(Colossians 3:23) 

 Rev Tose 

If you have followed our worship services on our website (www.kintorekirk.org.uk ), or if you have attended one of 

our in-person/Zoom services in the past month, you will probably be aware that we have been working steadily closer 

with the other congregations in our Presbytery Area Grouping.  These are the congregations of Kemnay, Cluny & 

Monymusk, Echt & Midmar and Blairdaff/Chapel of Garioch.  As the Church of Scotland comes to terms with a decrease 

in the number of ministers from around 800 to 600, Presbyteries and Congregations around the country are being 

challenged to find new and creative ways to ensure the continuity of ministry for the future.  In short, far fewer 

congregations will be able to have their own minister in the future.  There are two ways for us to face this future: 

competitively or collaboratively.  Within our area grouping we are choosing to work collaboratively.  We currently 

have four ministers across the five parishes (8 worship places) but it looks as though the new Presbytery plan will 

allocate just 3 ministers and 5 or 6 buildings to our group.   

How will this affect worship and ministry in Kintore?  The four ministers and some elders are already working as a 

team to produce weekly online worship resources in the form of a Youtube Worship Service.  We have also set up a 

preaching plan to share responsibilities in our one vacant charge.  At Kintore this means, in the immediate future, that 

Tose and I will not be with you every Sunday in Kintore, that you will be hearing the voices of other ministers and 

preachers in the pulpit from time to time, and that there will be opportunities for shared worship with the others in 

our area grouping in the future.  For the longer term we have four Elders and our ministers representing us on a 

working group that is exploring models to give structure to our shared ministry across the area grouping in the future 

and we will keep you informed about developments on that front as they progress. 

 

 

http://www.kintorekirk.org.uk/


I want to encourage you to embrace these changes.  The great strength of the presbyterian structure of our church is 

the privilege of working together with other congregations in good times and bad.   I can tell you that I am loving the 

companionship and collegiality of working together with the Revs Joshua Mikelson (Kemnay), Sheila Mitchell (Echt & 

Midmar), Euan Glen (Cluny & Monymusk) and our own Rev Tose Shayamunda, as well as several of the Elders from 

the other churches.    

Finally, I’d like to draw your attention to a new group that has emerged from within our congregation in the past few 

months.  Sustainable Kintore is a group of Christians who are concerned about matters of climate change, climate 

justice and the Christian responsibility of stewardship and care for God’s beautiful creation.  This group is carrying out 

local sustainability projects and supporting global climate justice initiatives.  With COP26 happening in Glasgow very 

soon, they are raising awareness about how we can all respond.  See our church website for information about what 

they’re doing and how you can get involved. 

With much love, 

 

Rev Neil Meyer  

nmeyer@churchofscotland.org.uk 

01467-632219 
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